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A Study on Students’ Ability to Identify Information
Resources: Special Reference to Grade 9 Students in
Selected Schools under the Divisional Education Office,
Tellippalai

G. Nirainthini!, S. Shanmugathasan?

ABSTRACT

In today’s digital age, information is seen as essential for socio-economic
development. It is indispensable for every human being to have the basic
skills to acquire, evaluate, and use the information they need. To develop
information handling skills among students, the government has introduced
the Learning Resource Centers (LRC) in schools. LRCs are expected to
provide a self-learning experience for students to obtain the information
they need on their own since early childhood. Therefore, this study aims
to examine the ‘ability of students in identifying information resources in
LRC. The study was conducted using mixed methods with quantitative
and qualitative data. Total population of the study was 750 students
and 254 students were selected as sample by the adoption of Krejcie &
Morgan sampling method under the Divisional Education Office, Tellipalai.
252 students studying in Grade 9 in nine schools only responded the
questionnaire. Response rate was 99%. All the teacher-librarians working
in the nine schools were also selected as samples. Data was collected from
the students through focus group discussions and questionnaires, while
from four Teacher Librarians and five teachers in charge of school libraries
through interviews. The collected data were analyzed using MS Excel
and presented in tables and graphs. Students discover that the availability
of information resources in LRCs seems unsatisfactory i.e. 53% (n=95),
use of LRC building for other purposes 32% (n=57), disorganization of
information resources to get information rapidly 68% (n=123), and lack of
internet facilities 78% (n=141). Further, teacher librarians find difficulties
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in guiding students due to the unavailability of information resources, lack
of opportunities to acquire library science qualifications and training. Also,
teachers find it difficult to promote LRC activities among students, since
they are involved in teaching activities in addition to working at LRC. The
school higher authorities should facilitate the availability of information
resources in such a way that students can learn about them. Avoiding the
use of the LRC for other purposes, providing necessary training to teacher
librarians, and increasing the number of information resources for the school
students have been proposed as recommendations.

Keywords: Information, Information Resources, Information Handling
Skills, Learning Resource Center.
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Dyiiafed Madiarsad

HB6U60 QgL WBHSHHD HBHEUHBEHLD, BTEHBHGSGHTET LS QUmHESH
OaTamiBL QFO&SIN BTenmUl HTVBLLHHB6L HHMEDL EUEHIEN6LIG 6T
Gxpemeu, LWGTUT(H 6T6TLIENT HEoT(& 2 _6wIyLILL (HeTeng). Lomewieu] &l &ae0
GWHDHDED, HH6UL Hmeit eTeTLUMPImedT eUMTHOHBLILSDEG LTLFTEN60
SHM6V EUGBIMEVUILD UPBTLIQUITES 2_61TeNg| BdHMEITHEN6INT LD T6UT &6
aU6TT SFHH0OBTETEUSHM (S SHB6160D & H 601 6D 61T @RI TERILIZ)
SIUAWIOTRT QBIDMTGHLD. HB6EUD FTHAIEIHEN6N SIS TAID HMETEIH]
LoTemIeUTH6T HodHEG Couemnguwl HHaus0denen Cxiglt GUDHMISOSBTETENALD,
55 FHHMN, HJHH FbHME, LMLULUTHMEO FHHme, eTarLaIDenm
N H0HBHEBHOID 2 FHa|HETNE).
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2 (H 1 HBOUD FTHIIBISHEMET SIBIBTEIENE0 LOTToUTHENIT FHI6VMEIH60

S Leaumen 2 SgliuenLuled mewieuseilesl  HEHeUeD G 6DIRIHT6NI60
Hoemer SNBSS TOTUHNGH USH HBEUD FTHOIMBISET 6UPEISLILL (H
Simer QHTLIUTS U fealulLgl. iHar gliuenLuled DisymHuilenst
76.6% LoTemIGUTHEDHLD, euTpelwm HenehFuisdHenet 7.9% LOTewwToU]THEHLD,
BapalLLSHenenn 64.3% LOTERIEUTHEHLD, LOSHHUWIGUEIES S 6wTL N enaHulenest
20.2% LOTEWIGUTHEHLD, GUTLDSHMS euFevTmXlenet 64.3% LOTEwT6U]T&HEHLD,
SenemiwisHenet  68.7%  LOTEWIUTHEGHLD, SN 6D HBH6U6D
FTHahHenes 20.2% LoTemieu] HEMHLd, LigHflenasullenet 60.7% LOTesuT6u] &ErpLD,
BxpaiuL  yssasHmer  21.4% LOTERTEUTHEHLD,  FHEUQETLIguTeneo
47.6% LOTERTEUTHEHLD  IBISTI(BOTENGIT. DHBHBOUD  FTHEOIBIGHEI
UTLETEN60 SHMHMED 616N HleneVWBIHaT6D STRILILL HInlgUl FTHEURISENTS
srewiiu’L  Gurgid  oiFHEWTET  WTEwIUTET  BFFTHEIEIHEN6N
SOEIBTET  (PYUITHITHENTS 2 _6T6NeNT. QHHNEVNIOWITENE  HHMH6D
auel  MHlemeowSHHMGW SOHLISHH0 CFwupurlign@Gw @enLulsomer FHnbs
OaTLIY Blenev @eienouienet Geusflbasrily BnHaingi.

e GUDICLIHAT

HBOUGD FTHEIBIGMEN  EEURIGTILSED  OTewTeuTH6MaT  Hmest  eretanid
FHmeolifled  BupOsmaTeniul L Geusutuialed GBFsflbsliulL  Hrayser
HHOBMST  DlILenLuled pule ChTEasHNEG JlmwalTs  SpulaLl
QuUMIBUMIEET (LeTenaUBBLILIL (HETENG).
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LD 6TOTEUT HOMEHT HBAUD BIBIBTET60 HATENOUTEN6T SNNHEH CEBTaTEUHM G HH616D
@enmIBTeniev Ligaud eupmisliul(h ufl Hesiu’ L Gurgl wmewieu]sefLOl(hbal
Ampudsyomer  alemeneysel  HmLsslGUDailsemsv.  78.6%  LoTemIEUTH6NT
BxpaiuL  UhHBHMBWD, 46.1% oTewicuseT  Heiesiod  LHHBHMBULD,
79.8% omewieufEeT  WHHWeumlE  opewigfldmauid  92.1%  LomesuTeUT eI
aumpelwmsenehdwsHememd ,23.4% omeweufser SisFrdHepwiujd  78.6%
rewieuHel CHFUILL UHHbHHeneud 52.4% omemieuToeT &eu@ymliguleneu|d
39.3% omewieufEe LGSHfensmUD SETRISTE (LPQUITHEUTHETTS 2 61T6N6l].

LOTETEUTHET  HBEUD FTHOBIBN6T DOTRISTERILSD Lev  LIF&FSenenasemnen
aHTOsTaTdimeny. @NmOUILGSILILLL HH6U6D FTHAIMIE6TET SlenLLiLaraleo
HouHwmm Blensv (23.8%), HHMEL sueT BlemevwisHer QL eugd) Revtenio (12.7%),
MWL  euem  Hleweowd HLL b Goum BxHemeusEnd@ UWSTLGSSLILBHH60
(35.3%), mmeVEemen  @yeucd sihluFed  HmuHwmm Hemev  (35.5%), HIT
ovafler euflaTLed @eviend (48.4%) GBurmesip LIF&FHenesIBene  LOT6wsIOU]TBH6NT
AHTOBTaTEHD Mlemev STemIILBH SIS

LOMERTEUTHOMET HB6UD FTHIIMBIBHEN6N BBRISTEILD FHmener allhHH GFuieudleo
S Fflw mrevsfsenr U LpFfeneisenen e1HTOBTOTEGIMEIT. LOT6vuT6UTH6NT 68
OFTNBHCHMU HHW HH6U6D FTHMEIGET (GHMMeUTS STwILUGHO @By
CrraHed AHHBLOTET LOTEWIEUTHET HHMEL eUSMBlENLWHINEGH DILULILGHSH60,
BMM6EV eueBlenevwd SLIgL LD Couml CHemeusEhd@EH LWSTUGSSHID FhDHTUBIS6T60
LOMETEUTH6M6N 6UGLILMUT6D euTHUILSNE UPIBTLL 6D, HITVSHAINIED QHTL FLITEST
smend OpMaamen LaTUHMHTENLOWTED HHEUD FTHMMBISMENT FMhdEH (Wemmuiled
RDEIHMIDGHGF|  LoTewIeUTHeMe CHemeudsEhHE 2 L 6T GUPEIGMH HILOSLD
gouLed Gurein yFdlenensenen 61O BToTE @TME0T].

Dhliia) (1plg Al

Spwialener ChTéH@GWw GuTgl SMHMED aUeMHImEVUISHNT DenAIL LD, SMHMED
auem memeowl QUeNHE eueTRIG6TIET HenLLILIENT6], HBHEUD FITH6UHhIH6N 60
HemLliueia], HTLHaTLD @IUaID 2 6Ten  HIeVS  QurmiiumSflwy
Gurmetiy HTFewNE6T LOTETUTHANST HHEUD FTHAIRIHENET SIBISTEILD
Hoet el HUI0  QFeveuTh@ OCFIHHIFGIDT. BB HTTeuTE a6
HMLLULTE| DIDIFn6VDTEH 2 _6T6M  LITLFTME0SH6V60  LOM6vvt6ou T b6lest
HB6U6D FTHIIBIBHENET QRIS TADILD HMETTHIH AlenETHHMET 2_6TeNHTH
sTelIU(hE BTG
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SpUIaIeT  epsold  QUOUILLL  SHTYH6T, HBEUSBET HIMMIOTHSHHETIL
(pemm oD LGLUTWIeH6eT GmbasmeaTeniiul (B (pgeayseT UL L 6.
SHFHUMBUIED HB6UD FTHMIRIBENET  EEUIRIGBTEUTILIH60  LOTwsT6oU(T B 61T68t
Aot GHmmeuTEBeu 2 _6aTengl. BHFTHMBIHN6T SGIRIBTEIILILSNE L6V
Ay&dlenenamen smentliubeubemet Sem SLUIaIN6T (LPEV(LPLD, LOT6SIT6UT &6 TeVILD
SLFFW BTEOBTHEMTEVID  (LpEiTENeUSHBLILLL  HHHHIHHMEHHEH Ml
wdamgl. RUFFSanaisemen SileueTeurd@GHaSn@ DbUITET6 6T63TM
FHUTd Fov Y BOTFMBIBMET (PFBIMUDBD FnlQUIHTH 266G

afeiuiwed wWsd, HBeusd WED S alHHHWDLHH OCFeOaID
BbBereo L& SBmIHCerm SIUDNDDF Fempliig s 61L& &)
o mIFILGHHPEDET. 2 0ded  Hevall eueMIFHHGHW, UHW HeOAIF
FTHHSHBEBEDHGD WHHUID BCzxL6D, CaTGHHHM, CeuafiiubBHsHe0
GTEUTLIEN  LOMEWIEUTHEHDHEH ~ QIMUIENLOWITHSTESIDE.  LoT6wT6wT 66wt
HBEUOHMMETUILD, UTHILSHMMITUILD LUTLFTem6v, aiB, FUPSTUILD 6168TM
suemauled LTeUeITHGouBHeT  cpsoonsBel  Lremsgiaud  WO&GbHs0ST(
SNYF FpBHHMS 2 (HoUTHE (PRUD. BFHNEG gOm UHEUMBHMETE
QFulougl @6aICMTHEUFEIHID SHMEVWITU! SLEDHLOWIT(GHLD.

HBH6U6D FTHARIBNT QHTLIUTE OHefalenet, HH6U60 FTHeTmIH6NM 60 [HbHSHI
QuUOMIEOCBTETNS Fnlgul HBEULHET QHTLIUTS SMMED 6U6NT  [Hlemevul
QumrmiiurfflwiseEnsEd CurdhHw alenbasHHeNT HITEVEHANUIEVT T HETT60
AUDEIGHUSMBTET  HLOUQHMBHMEN  BLoMOBTETEUHRIL 6T,  HITEVBHAINULIED
OHTLFUT6eN B(HSHDHEIG D6, & 60 & OB 6 61T deupmieusm &
aPOIILBSHH60 Gouesi(hLb.

LTI HEhHE  HB6UD  FTHEIEIGNT  UPpOd  Seupmed[hHbE
QuMMIGEOBTETETSFnIgU HBH616D O&HTLFUT6s o611 & 5 36 65T
LOTERTOUT O  BTMTHBHD LWETUBSHIPSTD SLEIGHaN60 ST AIUBHESSH6V.
@FOQFWMHUTLIQET (LP6VLD LOTEWIUTHOT HBEU6D FTHEOIMIGHET QGHTLTLIT6T
SiNalenaTiOUNIISNEG 2 HOITH DIeNLOULD.

LDIT 630161 1J & (6YH &b &b T 60T @menmULBSHSLILL L SHB6160D &IT HEVRIH 61T 63T
demLliuemenel  JHSFUUSHE ~ OTEwTUTHNSHID, LS FWTHTHID
Onpapreflear  Curgd nhbabrel uflene SHHeI60  FTHIBISHMENL
QUMM S TETEUSHN BT 60T QFwmuT(HBEmeT (pearesT(HLILIGIL 60T
“yssTemibll Ufla” et  QFWOUTLIgeNET  (PaTOST(BLILSHET  CLPEV(LPLD
SBOUD  FTTHAEIGNST  clavienismasmul  iFsfless  QFuiweoTid.
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GaIld UTLFTEMEY HeLGTIANHLOLISET MWD UTLFTEN6VHE DIEBIEnLOW
Gelled QFwmubBld Fupds BNEURTRIGEHLMILD FHAnbHEH OHTLFUTL 6960
BLomOBTETEUSHET CLPEV(LPLD LITLFTEN6D SMHM6D 6U6T HlenmeouwlbHm@ Geussmiigul
BINSMETUD,  BHINHUDD  FTHORIGMEMUD  HETOBHTENL HEMTHLI
QuUDMIHEBTETET(LPIQU|LD.

UTLFTeN6D (LPBTENLDSSHINES & (LDI6T(HLD, HITeD CBTeTeuaIa|sh & (el (hHLD,
o AFlw BrevaTsEpw ysTer UssaaTeansvser, Geuafluil B Bneuamiser,
Gevmma  BxAw  HTVE  IpeuemTIUTEHE0  Feml  BGUTTmeUMMIL 65T
OaTLjysemenl Gumamieuget cpsod QeueiluibBaer UMl HH6UEOHMEN
o Lab@Lar Qupmis OCameTausamed @nenpliuphaHaUulL yHu Hr
VBMeNS QETeTeuaie] QFuiweomd. Gweavid oLAFIWBTEVH] LTLFTEN605HE
DITMLOUTIGTEN  FRFPS BTVBMBIHOT, HBJFML  HITCVEHMBISHEHL EILD
OsTLTIene1l GUamIaISHe (6O LML FTeneUled @6060MH LidSHEH IS 6N
Qupm LweTemL b ete GO L B sefler ety em eUiLIenL &@Lb
Bremeuuilewenujd QUOHNISEBTETETEVTLD.
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